
Congratulations
to our wonderful

students who
received awards

at assembly
today

Tomas Halder - Confident
Novak Melhuish - Confident
Isabel Yandug - Excellence
Bonnie Eales - Confident 

Sophie Campbell - Actively Involved
Evie Ogilvy - Actively Involved

Riley Jane - Confident
Shanarrah Balloch - McFarlane - Equity

Jackson Broome - Life Long Learner
Ella Fabian - Excellence
Ivey Brand - Excellence

Harper O’Leary-Cross - Excellence
Sienna McKenzie - Confident
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Congratulations to Portia and her family for being
awarded New Zealand citizenship recently!  



Kia ora Whānau! 
What a wonderful term of learning, celebration and
drama of the best kind! Thanks to you all for your
ongoing support of our wonderful little school here
in West Otago! 
I have had a request this week for the translations
of the karakia we use at school. I thought this was a
great opportunity to share these with you all.  With
this in mind I did want to clarify that often people
equate karakia with prayer but it’s not the most
accurate translation. Karakia can be prayers like
you might understand prayer to be in a european
setting, praying to God. Other karakia we use are
more like positive affirmations or statements that
we share together at the start of the day or before
we eat. These karakia  acknowledge the way we
might work together to be successful or be a way
to show gratitude for what we have. Please know
that at no point are children made to say karakia
that might be in conflict with your own families
beliefs. They are shared as a way of acknowledging
and learning about the Māori culture and
recognising that starting the day coming together
with a positive statement is a great way to start our
day. Just as we’ve written our own waiata and haka
for Tapanui School maybe it’s time we write our
own karakia reflecting our own school vision and
values. If this is something you’d like to be part of
let us know. 
Please ensure you have your calendar art orders in
by the first Friday of next term. 
Remember to come along to the mihi whakatau at
the start of next term to welcome our new
students and their whānau. 
Kia pai tō rā whakataa - Have a great weekend.
Jane
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IMPORTANT DATES FOR 
TERM 4

Term 4 starts 
Monday 14 October

WEEK 1
14 Oct - Mihi whakatau
16 Oct - PTA meeting
18 Oct - Cricket with Jack
WEEK 2
22 Oct - Junior Open Evening @ BMC
23 - 25 Oct - Y5/6 Camp
24 Oct - National Shake Out Day
WEEK 3
28 Oct - Labour Day - NO SCHOOL
WEEK 4
5 Nov - Board Meeting
WEEK 5
13 Nov - Sports Activator
14 Nov - Teacher Only Day
WEEK 6
21 Nov - Y6 BMC Transition Day
WEEK 7
26 Nov - Launchpad Break up
28-29 Nov - Craft Days
WEEK 8
4 Dec - Sports Activator
5-6 Dec - Craft Days
WEEK 9
9 - 12 Dec - REAP Swimming lessons
13 Dec - End of Year Prizegiving
WEEK 10
17 Dec - Final day of school 

PTA Come along to the PTA meeting on
Wednesday 16 October - 7pm












