
Welcome back to Tapanui School for the 2017 academic year. Our roll is 

currently 124. We would like to welcome the following new-entrants to Ta-

panui: Harriet, Ella, Ruby and Austin. We also extend a welcome to James 

and Emma from Brunei, to Thomas, Corbin and Phoenix from Waikoikoi, Ren-

zo from Tuturau, Paige-Marie from Pukerau and to Kaylee and Emma whose 

families have also moved to the district. With another 11-12 anticipated new 

entrants coming during the year, we estimate our peak roll around the mid 

130’s. 

 

Teachers 2017 

The two teaching teams for 2017 are: the Matai Team consisting of Mrs 

Stuart (Team Leader), Mrs McKenzie, Mrs Clayton and Mrs Candy and the 

Rimu Team including Mrs Craw (Team Leader and DP), Mrs O’Meara, Mrs 

Horrell and Mrs Law. With the roll as high as it is, we have also begun the 

process for employing a sixth teacher who we hope can start at the begin-

ning of Term 2. 

 

School wide assemblies will continue twice each term. The first one will be 

about Week 5 or 6 and the second in the last week, usually Week 10 or 11. 

These will be held over in the Community Centre in the Social Room. Access is from the east side off the 

Suffolk St courtyard. Assemblies celebrate learning and start at 2.15pm. 

 

Homework 

This year we have shifted away from ‘formal’ homework and instead have devised a policy around improving 

the relationship between home and school and valuing the many ventures and activities that families get in-

volved in when their child is not at school. Throughout this we support reading with, to or by your children 

and texts can be provided if requested. Of just as much value are the books you have at home, books from 

the library or audio stories the child can listen to. Our Homework Policy is in the front of children’s commu-

nication book or in their Google Drive. A copy is also on our school website under Info for Parents. 
 

Sport 

Swimming Lessons begin after Anniversary Day on 21 March over at the Community Pool. These lessons are 

heavily subsidised by the MLT and we thank them for their continued support and sponsorship. In the build 

up to these lessons please ensure your child has their togs, towel and goggles every day.  

 

Athletics is the focus over the next few weeks as staff run as series of build up lessons prior to the West 

Otago Athletics Sports on Thursday 2 March. 

 

John Parsons 

John’s visit yesterday was excellent and it was pleasing to see the concepts being taught are remembered 

and that students can practically see how they can be safer digital citizens. There was a very poor response 

to the Parent Session yesterday, so unless we hear otherwise from you as our community, we will not offer 

this next time John visits. Instead if parents want to hear John’s message they can come along during the 

sessions he provides with our students and sit in the back. 
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School Donations for 2017 

Every year we publish our anticipated costs for the year and request a donation in line with those costs. 

We have provided a breakdown of our costs from 2017 below. Please note that the following charges are 

additional curriculum activities or resources that we want to provide for your children that are not cov-

ered by the grant that the Ministry provides to our school each year. After the first Board meeting when 

the Board approves the donation for 2017 we will announce the School Donation to the community and 

invite you to pay a sum that you can afford. All donations are optional and are tax deductible. 

 

Costs for 2017: 

Swimming Lessons (93% Subsidised by MLT, delivered Southern REAP) - 10 lessons @ $1/child per lesson 

= $10 

Swimming Pool usage Terms 1 & 4 (15 weeks) - $33 / student 

Steps Web, Steps into Literacy with full access at home- $10 / student 

SkoolBo and Sunshine on Line with full access at home - FREE 

Visiting Artist El Gregoe (Values education) - $4 / student 

Visiting Expert – Safety online with John Parsons – FREE 

WO Community Centre Hire – Various Sports, etc - $3 / student 

Sport Activator (50% Subsidised by Sport Otago) - 12 sessions per class = $12 / student  

 

Meet the Teacher – 15 February 

Once again we’d like you to have the opportunity to meet each teaching team and hear from the teachers 

about how curriculum delivery is being approached and the ways in which your child is and will be learning. 

Our Meet the Teacher this year will run in two sessions giving you the chance to visit both teams, espe-

cially if you have a child in each.  Starting at 7.00pm you can meet the Matai team (Year 1-3) in the 

‘Clearing’. Then at 7.35pm you can meet the Rimu team (Year 4-6) in the Pukeko room. Feel free to come 

at the time that suits you best. 

 

Christian Religious Education (Bible in Schools) 

The Board will make a decision on the CRE (Bible-in-Schools) programme for 2017 at its first meeting on 

23 February. If you wish to make a submission, please do so in writing to the Board before this date. We 

would like to remind you of the following: 

Attendance at Bible in Schools is optional. Your preference will have been noted at enrolment on the En-

rolment Form. The school is ‘officially’ closed during Bible in Schools. 

If your child is not to attend you have a choice; you may keep them at home until 9.30am when classes 

start, OR they can be supervised in the Library by one of the teaching staff until 9.30am. 

If you wish to re-evaluate any previous decision about attendance (or non-attendance) at Bible in 

Schools, please come and see the Principal. 

The programme is delivered through curriculum booklets. These booklets are available on request. The 

programme we run is the only one approved by the Ministry of Education. 

The volunteers / tutors running the programme are all Police Vetted. 

Currently Religion in Life is held from 9.00am – 9.30am on a Tuesday between March and November.  

If interested, you can find out more on the Churches Education Commission website: http://cec.org.nz/  

 

After School Club 

I have been approached by the local Hokonui Rununga (Kai Tahu) about the possibility of an after school 

club that supports students needing assistance with literacy and numeracy. The ‘Club’ is fully staffed and 

funded by Kai Tahu and would either be held here at school or in the community centre. Please use this 

link to find out more and to register your interest. https://goo.gl/forms/77BijoXu75L1VV842 

 

 

Have a great weekend. 

Antony Criglington – Principal      Phone / Fax: 03 2048614 

 

http://tapanui.school.nz 

http://cec.org.nz/
https://goo.gl/forms/77BijoXu75L1VV842
http://tapanui.school.nz


 

LOST POLARFLEECE 
Size 8 named Stanley.  Could 

you please check at home.  

Thanks 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Wed 15 Mar                Meet the Teacher 7pm 

Thu 16 Feb                  West Otago Swimming 

Wed 1 Mar                  South Otago Swimming 

Thur 2 Mar                 West Otago Athletics 

Fri 3 Mar                    Whole School Assembly 

Mon-Wed 6-8 Mar       Rimu Camp 

Thur/Fri 16 & 17 Mar  3 Way Interviews 

Mon 20 Mar                 Otago Anniversary—School Closed 

Tues 21 Mar                 Eastern Athletics 

                                    Swimming Lessons start 

Tues 28 Mar                SO/Clutha Triathalon 

Wed 5 Apr       Tapanui Swimming Carnival 

Thur 13 Apr                  Whole School Assembly 

                                     End of Term 1 

5ǳƴŜŘƛƴ {ŀƴƛǘŀǊƛǳƳ ²ŜŜǘ-.ƛȄ YƛŘǎ ¢w¸ŀǘƘƭƻƴ 
  
9ǾŜƴǘ 5ŀǘŜΥ {ǳƴŘŀȅ рǘƘ aŀǊŎƘ нлмт 
9ǾŜƴǘ [ƻŎŀǝƻƴΥ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ tŀǊƪΣ DƻǊŘƻƴ wƻŀŘΣ 5ǳƴŜŘƛƴ 
  
The event is open to everyone aged between 7 and 15. 
 

The event is all about kids giving it a go and having fun, it is not a 
race. 
  
Distance requirements are as follows;  
7 year olds - 50m swim, 4km cycle, 1.5km run  
8-10 year olds - 75-100m swim, 4km bike, 1.5km run  
11-15 year olds - 150-200m swim, 7km bike, 1.5 km run 
  
Participants can enter as an individual and complete all three legs of the event or they can form a team of 
two by pairing up with a friend. As a team, one team member will be the “swimmer” and the other the 
“cyclist”. Both participants will complete the run section together. 
  
On-line registrations close Monday February 27th, unless event fills to capacity beforehand. 
It is your responsibility to register your child and supervise them on the day. More info available at tryath-
lon.co.nz.   
 

Please see below the link for parents at home wanting to register to the Dunedin Weet-Bix Kids TRYathlon.  
When registering please link to Tapanui School.  We are hoping to have 15+ kids from Tapanui School 

entering this years TRYathlon.   https://registration.tryathlon.co.nz/home/event/10 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
/ƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ 
ƻǊ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŘƻƴŜ ǎƻΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ½ƛǘŀ ¸ƻǳƴƎ ŀǎŀǇΣ лнт нлунрн ƻǊ нлпунрн ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ  
ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎΦ 

REGION         Otago 

SCHOOL        Tapanui 

https://registration.tryathlon.co.nz/home/event/10
mailto:sharlene@advertmedia.co.nz
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DUNROBIN CUBS 

Are you a Year 4,5 or 6? Are you into bike riding, camping, swimming, walking, taking photos, doing Science 

experiments, cooking and lots of other fun hands on activities? Come and be involved in Dunrobin Cubs.  

Every second Wednesday commencing 15th February 6.30pm until 8pm at the old Heriot Bowling Club.  

Contact Zita young 0272048252 or Debbie Drummond 0274903226 for more information.  

x-apple-data-detectors://2
tel:0272048252
tel:0274903226

